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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Noble character is very important for students, and this research will
Keywords: , .

see how each student's character develops. Kepong Guidance Center
Character; is a place of study for undocumented Indonesian students living in
Islamic generation; Malaysia. This consultancy studio supports the teaching of
Kepong guidance; Indonesian students in Malaysia. This article is structured as follows:

Noble character;
Tutoring students

1) Religious education is very important to develop students' morally
upright character. However, because everyone's temperament varied

greatly, it was common for students to get along badly, 2) The aim of

. . this study is to investigate the role of the Kepong Guidance Center in
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shaping the character of students. 3) This study used qualitative
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approach and the method of the data collection was using
observations and interviews. 4) engage in activities that help children
develop their character and adopt noble attitudes, such as placing
them in groups to plan lessons and encourage sharing. 5) Based on
the findings above, it can be concluded that the teachers at Kepong
Guidance Center play a crucial role in shaping the character of
students and fostering a noble Islamic generation. The study showed
that the students' character improved swiftly and that they found it
easy to understand and practice what had been taught and guided.
However, many students still require additional instruction to
further develop their admirable character traits, and many pupils at
the Kepong Guidance Center face challenges in their homes.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Understanding the relationships that individuals experience is crucial in determining how their
personality develops. Each association's outcome contributes to the child's comprehension, which later
transforms into values and beliefs(Rostikawati et al., 2020). It is essential for everyone to adopt and
practice a character-based mindset, and the significance of character education cannot be ignored in our
daily lives. Moreover, character education helps individuals to develop positive attitudes and behaviours
towards themselves and others, leading to a better society (Agustin, 2022). By inculcating moral values,
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such as honesty, responsibility, and compassion, individuals can learn to be good citizens and contribute
positively to their community(Insani et al,, 2021). This education helps to develop a sense of self-
awareness and self-esteem, promoting individuals to be confident in their abilities and make informed
decisions. In conclusion, character education is an essential aspect of an individual's growth and
development. It helps individuals to shape their personality and contribute positively to society. It is,
therefore, necessary to include character education as a core component of the school curriculum to ensure
that individuals receive a holistic education that prepares them for life beyond the classroom(Munif et al.,
2021)

Building the character of students is crucial in the education system. According to Marhayani (2016),
the development of students' character is essential in creating a society that upholds values such as
integrity, honesty, and responsibility. Moreover, a student with good character can improve their
academic performance, work more efficiently in teams, and contribute to a better community(Jailani et
al., 2019). Therefore, building students' character should be a priority in the education system. Moreover,
building a student's character can have a positive impact on their academic performance. According to
Nurhasanah and Nida (2016), students who participate in character education programs tend to have
higher academic achievement and better attendance rates. Additionally, character education can help
students develop social and emotional skills, such as problem-solving, communication, and teamwork,
which can benefit them in their personal and professional lives. Therefore, investing in building students'
character is essential for their overall well-being and success.

Character education is particularly important for the Islamic generation because it helps to instill
Islamic values and principles, such as compassion, respect, and fairness, into the minds of young
Muslims(Supriyono, 2016). character education is an essential aspect of Islamic education because it helps
to develop a strong and righteous Muslim community(Ningsih, 2019). By emphasizing the importance of
good character, Islamic education can promote the development of morally sound and virtuous
individuals who can make positive contributions to society. Moreover, the concept of character education
is deeply embedded in Islamic teachings, and it has been emphasized by Islamic scholars throughout
history. For example, Imam Al-Ghazali, one of the most prominent Muslim scholars, wrote extensively
on the importance of character development in his book "lhya Ulum al-Din." He believed that good
character was the foundation of a righteous and successful life, and he outlined various practices and
virtues that Muslims should strive to embody.

Furthermore, research has shown that character education can have a significant impact on the
behaviour and attitudes of young people. For instance, a study by Kulkarni and Karim (2022) had a result
that quality Human Resources (HR) are not only the result of one's intelligence, but also require
consideration of spiritual and religious factors. Therefore, it is crucial that religiously-based character
education be implemented in both the school setting and the home setting. Habituation to simple things,
such as being a good role model for students or children and performing activities related to religious
values continuously or continuously, can be used to initiate its application. .

The Kepong Guidance Center is a student guidance center located in Malaysia that aims to develop
the character and academic potential of students through a variety of programs and activities. The center
provides a safe and nurturing environment for students to learn and grow, and it offers guidance and
support to help them overcome any challenges they may face. The center is staffed by a team of dedicated
educators and counselors who work together to promote the holistic development of students(Munif,
2017).

Several previous studies have explored the importance of character education in the education
system. For instance, (Ferrara K., 2019)conducted a study on the effectiveness of character education on
student behavior. Similarly, (Sutarna 2019) examined the importance of strengthening character
education for millennial generation. Furthermore, (Mohd Yusoff & Abdullah, 2021)investigated the
effectiveness of the guidance and counselling programme to manage student discipline in secondary
schools in Malaysia. However, none of these studies have specifically focused on the role of Kepong
Guidance Center in shaping the character of students and fostering a noble Islamic generation.
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This study aims to investigate the role of Kepong Guidance Center in shaping the character of
students and fostering a noble Islamic generation. The research question is “What is the role of the
teachers of the Kepong Guidance Center in building the students' character?” The significance of the study
lies in the importance of character development in students and the crucial role that teachers play in
shaping their character. The Kepong Guidance Center is a potential site for the study, where teachers can
be observed and their strategies in character building can be identified. Understanding the role of teachers
in character development can contribute to the development of effective teacher training programs and
curriculum for character education. It can also aid in improving the overall quality of education and the
students' ability to become responsible citizens, equipped with values and skills necessary for success in
their personal and professional lives.

2. METHODS

The research design was qualitative in nature, utilizing observation, interviews, and document
analysis as data collection techniques. According to Creswell (2013), a qualitative research design is
appropriate when exploring a phenomenon in-depth, gaining an understanding of the participants'
perspectives, and studying a specific setting or population. The participants in this study were
students, teachers, the head of the guidance center, and the management team of the Kepong Guidance
Center in Malaysia. The researcher chose this setting because the center has a strong reputation for its
efforts in fostering students' character and promoting Islamic values. selecting participants in
qualitative research involves purposive sampling, which means selecting individuals who are
knowledgeable about the phenomenon being studied. In this study, the researcher chose the
participants based on their expertise and involvement in the Kepong Guidance Center.

To collect the data, the researcher used observation, interviews, and document analysis. The
observation method allowed the researcher to directly observe the students' activities at the Kepong
Guidance Center. Interviews will be conducted with the head of the guidance center, teachers, and
students to gain their perspectives on the center's role in shaping students' character. The researcher
also analyzed relevant documents, such as the center's curriculum and policies, to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the center's philosophy and approach. The researcher developed
interview guides and observation checklists to ensure that the data collected is relevant to the research
questions. The data collected from the Kepong Guidance Center was analyzed using various
techniques, including description, documentation, and narrative texts. the analysis of qualitative data
can be achieved through different methods, depending on the nature of the data and the research
objectives. In this case, the researcher used descriptive analysis to summarize the data and provide an
overview of the Kepong Guidance Center's activities and the role of its teachers and headmaster in
shaping the character of students. The researcher also utilized documentation analysis to examine
photographs and records of student activities, which provided additional insights into their behavior
and attitudes. Finally, the researcher used narrative texts to describe the experiences and perspectives
of the participants, including the teachers, students, and headmaster of the Kepong Guidance Center.
Overall, these methods allowed the researcher to provide a comprehensive and nuanced analysis of the
data they collected.

3.  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The Indonesian Embassy in this case the Education Facilitator continues to fight for the rights of
Indonesian citizens' children to education services, even if only through non-formal education. The
mission of the Kepong Guidance Center is to eliminate illiteracy, instill character education in children,
and prepare students for higher education. Because with the Kepong Guidance Center it can help
Indonesian children who need access to education services in the Kepong area of Malaysia, especially
those close to the Kepong Guidance Studio location, thereby minimizing the number of children who
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do not get the right to education. The Student Literacy Movement is an activity designed to enable
readers to go beyond reading and writing. However, students can also understand the contents of the
reading. Students at the Kepong guidance center are expected to be able to read and understand the
contents of textbooks so that they can more easily accept material from the teacher(Mahardhani et al.,
2021).

Character formation of students through riddles, morning exercise, singing and storytelling. By
playing puzzles, students can think critically and hone their thinking quickly(Oleh et al., 2011). In
addition to storytelling or storytelling by students, it can also develop children's character. In addition,
the most important factor in raising children is the family environment. Family education is very
important for children. Every child is born with character. By nature, children have the opportunity to
be educated and cared for, and have a good opportunity to develop and improve their skills in terms
of knowledge, attitudes and skills so that they become human beings with good morals(Anisah, 2017).
According to Islamic beliefs, children are a mandate from Allah to their parents. Therefore, parents
have an obligation to protect and educate their children so that they are safe in this world and the
hereafter. The safety of family life is also the responsibility of parents. By optimizing the role of parents
in the formation of children's character, it is hoped that they will be able to personalize noble values
and morals so that they are manifested in good behavior in everyday life. Kepong Counseling Guidance
there are still many students who look gloomy in class, some even like to come to class(Ginanjar, 2017).

Every Friday, the teachers at the Kepong Bimbingan Studio further integrate the character values
of students through materials and practices of Islamic religious education. When the teacher gives
material such as examples of ablution before midday prayers, students take turns practicing
ablution(Zulaikah & Id, 2019). Character values are integrated in Islamic religious education, this
integration is carried out through planning and learning. In planning the teacher adds character values
from the initial activity to the final activity, while in learning character values are integrated directly
into learning activities(Noor et al., 2022).

The aim of this study was to explore the role of teachers at Kepong Guidance Center in shaping
the character of students and fostering a noble Islamic generation. Through the researcher's
observations of various student behaviors, it was found that the teachers' attitudes towards the students
were generally positive, especially in teaching attitudes that promote noble character. These attitudes
include showing respect for others, assisting others in realizing their potential, being disciplined in
upholding the law of worship, being tolerant, and having compassion for others(Feriyansyah, 2018).
As a volunteer, the researcher assisted the Kepong Guidance Studio teachers in developing the pupils'
noble character through various activities aimed at molding the students into honorable individuals.
The majority of the pupils at the Kepong Guidance Studio displayed high character traits, such as being
outgoing, frequently smiling, and greeting people they know or who are older than them. To impart
admirable conduct to them, the kids were taught to pray dhuha in congregation(Muhammad et al., 2019)

The study revealed that the students' character at Kepong Guidance Studio improved swiftly, and
they found it easy to understand and practice what had been taught and guided(Arifin & Arifin, 2018).
However, many students still require additional instruction to further develop these admirable
character traits. It was also found that many pupils at the Kepong Guidance Center face challenges in
their homes. Therefore, teachers at the Kepong Guidance Studio must impart knowledge and improve
students’ character to help them become students with high morals and succeed in life. Furthermore,
the researcher taught the Mars Muhammadiyah song to the pupils, explaining its meaning and the
significance of the battle it represents.

Interview results with guidance department head Kepong, why do many Indonesian students in
Malaysia not go to school like Malaysian students? According to interview results, because they do not
have official data like Indonesian citizens in general, they leave the country illegally. Their parents do
not transmit official data because they do not renew their visas. This is the reason why many Indonesian
citizens in Malaysia do not go to school. With a guidance room established by the Indonesian Embassy
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in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, it is helpful for students who do not have official data. After graduation,
the Indonesian Embassy will help them return to Indonesia and study as Indonesian students.

The findings of this study highlight the crucial role that teachers play in shaping the character of
students and fostering a noble Islamic generation(Arifin & Arifin, 2018). The positive attitude of
teachers towards their students and their effective teaching methods can have a significant impact on
students' behavior and attitudes. The study also emphasizes the need for additional guidance and
instruction to help students develop desirable character traits. This is particularly important given the
challenges that many students face in their homes, which can affect their behavior and attitudes.
Overall, this study underscores the importance of effective teaching methods, guidance, and support
in helping students develop noble character and become successful individuals. The findings can be
useful to educators and policymakers in developing strategies to promote positive character
development among students.

The data I can conclude is that the presence of the consulting studio helps Indonesian students in
Malaysia develop personalities with high morals. Not limited to general learning materials, teachers
help students develop a humble attitude, and character development education is a form of education.
An education can nurture ethical, moral and responsible attitudes and instil love in students by
demonstrating and teaching good character. Character education can influence the moral nobility of
students if implemented in an integrated manner, simultaneously at home, in the classroom, in the
school environment, and in the community. Most importantly, in this case, parents in the family
environment play the role of instilling personality values in children, helping them get used to
behaving well according to religious standards and guiding behavior and respect yourself and others.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the findings above, it can be concluded that the teachers at Kepong Guidance Center play
a crucial role in shaping the character of students and fostering a noble Islamic generation. Through
positive attitudes, such as respect, assistance, discipline, tolerance, and compassion, the teachers were
successful in moulding the students into honorable individuals. The study showed that the students'
character improved swiftly and that they found it easy to understand and practice what had been
taught and guided. However, many students still require additional instruction to further develop their
admirable character traits, and many pupils at the Kepong Guidance Center face challenges in their
homes. Therefore, the teachers at the Kepong Guidance Studio must continue to impart knowledge and
improve students' character to help them become students with high morals and succeed in life.
Overall, the study supports the goal of developing morally upright character in Kepong Guidance
Studio students, which can be achieved through the efforts of dedicated and positive teachers.
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