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This study aims to identify aspects of economic education for Muslim 

women based on the orders of the Prophet Muhammad. The research 

method used is a literature review of the 20 wills of the Prophet 

Muhammad. The study results indicate that Economic education is 

crucial for women, especially wives, as societal expectations place 

them at the forefront of family financial management. Mothers, as 

primary educators, must master skills for effective economic 

management, empowering them with financial independence. This 

education enables informed investment decisions and active 

contributions to economic development, challenging traditional 

gender roles. For Muslim women, economic education grounded in 

Prophet Muhammad's teachings is vital for well-managed lives 

aligned with Islamic principles. It encompasses ethical wealth 

management and business ethics, cautioning against extravagant 

behavior and excessive borrowing. While schools play a pivotal role, 

oversight may be challenging, but they contribute significantly to 

preventing behaviors inconsistent with economic prudence. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The paradigm regarding women has experienced quite a small shift in meaning nowadays. 

Everything that is done by a person or group of people because of their position in carrying out an 

activity is called a role. A role is a set of needs instilled in people in a certain social position. Roles are 

ever-changing parts of a person's core position. A person carries out a role if he carries out his rights 

and obligations in accordance with his position. The role places more emphasis on function, adaptation, 

and process. Role is a concept that is carried out for the benefit of the social structure of society, which 

includes a series of rules that guide a person in social life. In the past, women's role was only seen as 

an actor in the domestic sphere (taking care of the household), but now its meaning has changed to 

fulfilling needs. The involvement of women in the public sector is clearly related to the demands for 

economic improvement experienced by many people in line with the dynamics of accelerating societal 

growth (Mutmainah, 2020). 

According to Nitimiharjo (1994), women are tasked with roles in both the domestic and public 

sectors. This traditional division of labor assigns household and childcare duties primarily to women. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


Al-Ishlah: Jurnal Pendidikan,Vol. 15, 4 (December 2023): 6720-6727 6721 of 6727 

 

Muhammad Zainuddin Nawi, Duski Ibrahim, Mukmin / Economic Education for Muslim Women from the Perspective of the Prophet 

However, these roles have evolved over time, allowing women to also become key financial 

contributors within their families. This shift has been driven by increasing financial demands at home, 

compelling women to meet these needs despite often having limited education and skills. 

Consequently, many women find employment in the informal sector, taking roles such as home-based 

work or part-time jobs, as noted by Farida (2011). As participants in economic activities, women must 

adeptly manage capital, production, distribution, and marketing. Engaging in micro, small, and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs), women undertake these activities, thereby enhancing their families' 

economic standing and contributing significantly to the economy through these enterprises. 

Along with the progress of globalization, women have begun to show their abilities even though 

they are still lower than men. As shown by BPS data for 2000, women are now starting to appear to 

have the motivation to enter the field of entrepreneurship or business to reduce unemployment and 

create jobs. In fact, some Indonesian women have been involved in self-employment for a long time, 

but because of gender-specific issues (Aries, 2009). In terms of the involvement of Indonesian women 

in the business world or as entrepreneurs/entrepreneurs, it has existed from time to time, women have 

long been involved in the world of commerce, for example, women in Solo have helped the family 

economy and even been the backbone of the family economy from the batik business they manage. . 

Likewise, in Palembang, Padang, Lampung and Ujung Pandang, women are successful in managing 

home industries in the form of songket cloth, in other areas, they are famous for various types of 

handicrafts or food as a characteristic of an area which is the work of women's hands (Indiworo, 2016). 

Several scholars have explored women's involvement in entrepreneurship, with Ardhanari (2007) 

specifically focusing on the challenges faced by women entrepreneurs in Indonesia. This research 

reveals that the primary obstacles to women's entrepreneurial ventures stem from both personal and 

structural factors. On a personal level, the dual burden of household and business roles significantly 

impacts women. Structurally, women encounter considerable difficulties in accessing capital, often due 

to stringent conditions and collateral requirements, and in accessing marketing opportunities, where 

their exposure to marketing information is notably low. Indah (2012) concludes that these barriers are 

deeply rooted in gender stereotypes prevalent in a patriarchal society, which distinctly influence the 

entrepreneurial activities of women compared to men. 

Probosiwi (2015) points out that the involvement of women in the social and public spheres is 

frequently met with skepticism, underscoring the necessity to consistently advocate for their 

participation as a strategy to diminish the pervasive gender gap. It is imperative that collective efforts 

are made to foster equitable perspectives essential for sustainable economic development. National 

development, particularly in the economic sector, targets the enhancement of human resource quality 

and the overall welfare of the population. Bayumi et al. (2022) emphasize that elevating the quality of 

human resources is crucial not only for achieving prosperity but also for ensuring long-term economic 

stability and growth. Therefore, integrating women fully into these development processes not only 

furthers gender equality but also enriches the entire spectrum of human capital, driving progress and 

innovation. 

The economic education for Muslim women, deeply embedded in the teachings of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW), embodies significant depth and wisdom. Prophet Muhammad (SAW) aimed to 

elevate human life by refining ethical behaviors and providing essential skills for navigating both worldly 

challenges and those of the Hereafter, as highlighted by Wijaya & Aini (2020). As a pivotal spiritual leader 

and educator, his mission extended to imparting knowledge on economic affairs, which remains integral 

to Islamic teaching. His guidance and directives are especially empowering for Muslim women, helping 

them to adeptly manage finances and understand the principles of Islamic economics. This foundation 

supports Muslim women in fulfilling their economic roles effectively within the community, thereby 

contributing to the creation of a pious and equitable society. Additionally, his teachings encourage 

Muslim women to pursue economic activities that align with ethical values and promote social justice, 

further illustrating the holistic approach of Islamic teachings towards nurturing capable and morally 

driven individuals in all aspects of life. 
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In the modern era, the understanding of economic education for Muslim women can sometimes be 

distorted. This distortion arises from various life issues, particularly those related to women and 

economics. Economic problems are a significant cause of divorce in Indonesia (Annur, 2023). The 

prevalence of a hedonistic lifestyle and accumulating debts has led society to become entangled in online 

loans (Indonesia, 2023). These circumstances indicate a suboptimal understanding and management of 

the economic field, especially concerning women. 

Islam itself has issued warnings to all humanity that everyone will be held accountable for their 

actions. H.R. Muslim explained, "Every one of you is a leader and will be responsible for what we lead" 

(Adam, 2021). This hadith is also directed towards women, emphasizing that women, in their roles as 

mothers, bear responsibility for financial management in their families and homes. The hadith 

underscores that Prophet Muhammad not only provided teachings about the afterlife but also offered 

profound insights into financial management, women's economic responsibilities, and the urgency of 

building an economically strong society based on Islamic principles. 

The insights provided by Prophet Muhammad (SAW) regarding the values of Islamic economics 

have, to date, not been specifically explored in research examining their implementation in the daily 

economic practices of Muslim women. Previous studies by Hasriani & Aisfar (2020) focused on the legal 

aspects of women enhancing the economy and their roles. Another study by Fitriyaningsih & Faizah 

(2020) explored the permissibility of women working and cooperating to fulfill the family's economic 

needs. Arafah (2022) also highlighted the permissibility of women working to meet their family's needs. 

This research has delved into the economic teachings and directives of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 

to assess their impact on the economic education of Muslim women. By examining the specific economic 

guidance provided by Prophet Muhammad, this study seeks to understand how these teachings can 

empower Muslim women in financial management, contribute to the development of a fair economic 

system, and facilitate their active involvement in creating a society that adheres to Islamic principles. Key 

research questions that guided this investigation include: How do Prophet Muhammad’s economic 

teachings influence the financial roles of Muslim women? In what ways can these teachings help Muslim 

women contribute to a just economic system? How can these economic principles promote active 

participation among Muslim women in shaping a society grounded in Islamic teachings? By addressing 

these questions, this study aims to offer substantial insights that encourage Muslim women to engage 

more profoundly with their economic roles, fostering a just and principled society. 

2. METHODS  

This study employs a deductive descriptive research methodology, a systematic approach that 

begins with overarching theories and moves towards specific observations to validate these theories 

(Nugroho & Haritanto, 2022). Deductive reasoning in this context allows for the structured examination 

of established theories concerning the economic teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) as they pertain 

to Muslim women. This research framework ensures a focused analysis of how these teachings can be 

practically applied in contemporary contexts. 

The primary data for this research are derived from an extensive review of existing literature, 

including academic journals, books, and other scholarly publications that discuss Islamic economic 

principles and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAW). The method of data collection is through 

documentation, where specific texts are identified and analyzed. For this study, the researcher has 

meticulously compiled and examined 22 hadiths—prophetic traditions—focusing on those that 

specifically address women (11 hadiths) and those that are more general but applicable (another 11 

hadiths). These hadiths have been sourced from renowned hadith collections, with additional references 

to interpretations by scholars who assess the authenticity and implications of these traditions. 

The analytical process adopted in this research is descriptive, aiming to elucidate the nuances of the 

hadiths related to the economic roles and education of Muslim women. This involves a detailed 

examination of the content of the hadiths, contextualizing them within both historical and contemporary 

frameworks to understand their practical implications for financial management and economic 
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participation by Muslim women. By providing a comprehensive description of these teachings, the study 

seeks to illuminate their relevance and application in fostering economic empowerment and societal 

justice according to Islamic principles. 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 The Urgency of Economic Education for Women 

Economic education is an integral part that must be possessed by individuals, especially women. 

This is due to the prevailing societal perception that women, or wives in particular, bear the 

responsibility for managing finances within the family. Managing family finances is not an easy task, 

as the wife, who plays a role in financial management, must be proficient in handling finances 

effectively to avoid conflicts arising from financial issues (Maskupah, 2021). 

As the primary educator (tarbiyatul ula), mothers are expected to be capable of various tasks and 

to master diverse skills, including effective economic management. Family economic education holds 

a crucial position that cannot be replaced by school-based learning. This ongoing process occurs 

through parental guidance to children regarding various household and social activities (Yani et al., 

2021). The contribution of family economic education can be observed in the development of economic 

literacy understanding (Afrianti, 2020). 

The economic education received by women assists them in developing financial independence. 

This financial independence has an impact on effective personal financial management, investment 

decisions, and making wise financial choices, transforming them into not just consumers but active 

contributors to economic development. Women who understand economic management also have 

opportunities to engage in various economic sectors. 

In contemporary times, women are no longer marginalized; they can work similarly to men. 

Women can receive education equal to men and pursue careers like men, a phenomenon commonly 

known as women's emancipation. Women's emancipation represents the struggle for women's dignity 

and status to be equal to that of men (Jeffry, 2022). Through women's emancipation, women can work 

and generate income to support their families when the husband's income is insufficient to meet family 

needs. 

Gender equality is one of the important goals that can support the government in creating a 

country that is safe, peaceful, prosperous and prosperous for every human being. The noble ideal of 

creating gender equality must always be pursued, because inequality and gender inequality are 

currently still actual issues that have not found the right way to stop these gender-based problems. 

Various meetings across science, religion and experts can essentially formulate patterns or concepts in 

resolving the problem of discrimination against women (Bayumi et al., 2022).  

Indonesia, as the fourth most populous country in the world, saw a slight decrease in the 

percentage of its male population from 50.58% in 2020 to 50.2% in 2021 (Central Statistics Agency, 2021). 

These statistics highlight the essential role of gender balance in maintaining and advancing social, 

economic, and political stability. The narrative that men solely control these realms is becoming 

increasingly outdated. Historical and contemporary examples, such as that of Siti Khadijah, the Prophet 

Muhammad’s wife, illustrate this point effectively. Khadijah was a prosperous merchant who 

successfully managed her business affairs, embodying the potential of women to hold economic roles 

that were equivalent to men's. This example underscores that women can achieve professional success 

while fulfilling familial obligations, similar to their male counterparts. Arafah (2022) further 

emphasizes that the responsibilities within a family are shared, illustrating that leadership and 

economic contribution are not confined to a single gender but are a collective effort. Such insights are 

crucial as they advocate for a more inclusive approach where both men and women are recognized as 

integral to fostering a balanced and progressive society. 
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3.2 Economic Education for Muslim Women from the Prophet's Perspective 

Islam grants special rights to women as a form of protection and respect for their dignity. In this 

regard, economic education for Muslim women is crucial to ensure that they can manage their lives 

well in accordance with Islamic teachings. Various rights accorded to women, according to (Qurthubi, 

2002), include the right to life, the right to own and manage property, the right to choose a pious 

husband, the right to education, and the right to divorce. This indicates that Islam views women as 

individuals with roles and responsibilities in life, including economic aspects. 

The right to receive education lays the foundation for women to also have the right to economic 

education. Economic education for Muslim women must be based on the teachings of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW). Recognizable characteristics include: First, comprehensiveness in all aspects of life. 

Comprehensive economic education for Muslim women should not be limited to economic aspects 

alone but should encompass all dimensions of life. Women and men have equal rights and share equal 

responsibilities (Midah, 2020). This necessitates women to receive education on financial management, 

household management, moral and ethical roles in finances, as well as other aspects such as health, 

child education, and social relationships. The goal is to prepare Muslim women to be leaders who 

wisely manage various aspects of daily life. 

Second, relevance to the times. Economic education for Muslim women needs to be adapted to the 

changing contexts of the times. These changes require developments in teaching methods, content, and 

approaches to remain relevant to the latest social, economic, and technological conditions. This 

adaptation is necessary considering Islam highly values the protection of women, such as allowing a 

woman in her waiting period (iddah) to leave her home in emergencies, especially if she is a career 

woman supporting the family financially (Kholisin Susanto, 2022). Third, universality for all humans. 

The universality characteristic in economic education emphasizes that the principles taught can be 

applied by all individuals, not just Muslim women. Economic concepts taught should be inclusive and 

applicable in various life contexts, across cultures and religions. This reflects values that can benefit all 

humans, regardless of their background or religious beliefs. 

Economic education is inherently related to managing and generating wealth. The management 

should be based on Islamic ethics. (Syahputri & Suryaningsih, 2022) explain six business ethics in Islam: 

honesty, responsibility, no fraud, keeping promises, serving generously, and not forgetting the afterlife. 

Additionally, it is crucial to be aware that economic activities should be based on the maqasid al-

shariah, namely the preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth (Zulfa et al., 2024). 

The actions related to economic education for women, based on the teachings of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW), also include things to avoid: First, extravagant behavior. Extravagance in Islamic 

context means excessive spending beyond necessary needs, especially on things prohibited by religion 

(Muhazir, 2021). Muslim women must avoid extravagant behavior as it contradicts the principles of 

wisdom and thrift in Islam. Extravagance can lead to wasteful use of resources, including wisely 

managed wealth. Islam emphasizes the importance of safeguarding wealth and using resources 

responsibly. Extravagance not only harms materially but also spiritually by expressing dissatisfaction 

with Allah's blessings. 

Second, imitating others' customs. Imitating the habits of others, especially those inconsistent with 

Islamic values, should also be avoided in the economic education of Muslim women. Islam provides 

moral and ethical foundations for daily life, including financial management. Imitating the habits of 

others that do not align with Islamic principles can lead to inappropriate behavior and violate Islamic 

values. Islam itself has stated, 'Whoever imitates a people, he is one of them' (Haq, 2023). This Hadith 

explains that when a Muslim imitates a group, they become part of that group, including imitating bad 

behavior in economic management. Therefore, Muslim women should choose and imitate habits that 

align with Islamic teachings in financial management. 

Third, the habit of borrowing. The habit of borrowing in economic education for Muslim women 

should be avoided as it can pose economic and social risks. Islam provides clear guidance on borrowing 

and warns against the risks of usury (interest) and excessive debt. Riba practices ultimately lead to 
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wastefulness and eliminate the value of benefits in an object (Wardiana, 2022). Uncontrolled borrowing 

can create a heavy financial burden and harm financial stability. Through this, Muslim women are 

taught to be cautious in financial transactions, including borrowing, to adhere to fair and ethical Islamic 

economic principles. 

Economic education will be deeply rooted in Muslim women when schools also assist in instilling 

it. However, schools cannot fully oversee students' economic activities due to predetermined standards 

related to content, processes, and outputs. Nevertheless, schools can play a significant role in 

preventing various attitudes that trigger behaviors not reflective of economic prudence. 

Women's involvement in carrying out family economic functions has an impact on fulfilling family 

health and welfare. This has been proven during the pandemic that many women have become 

economic heroes for their families. A woman who is independent and economically strong can be a 

hero not only to her family but can also make a broad contribution to society. So that Indonesia can 

progress through women's empowerment (Yoga, 2020). Women's involvement in controlling the 

nation's economic stability cannot be underestimated. Then the need emerged for the acceptance of 

female workers in certain fields, and the level of education among women increased (Nofianti, 2016). 

4. CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, economic education for women is of utmost importance, driven by societal 

expectations that place women, particularly wives, at the forefront of managing family finances. As the 

primary educators, mothers are tasked with mastering various skills, including effective economic 

management, which plays a crucial role in developing economic literacy among the family members. 

This education empowers women with financial independence, enabling them to make informed 

investment decisions and contribute actively to economic development. In contemporary times, 

women's emancipation has facilitated their participation in various economic sectors, allowing them to 

work and generate income to support their families, thereby challenging traditional gender roles. 

Furthermore, economic education for Muslim women, grounded in the teachings of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW), is imperative to ensure their ability to lead well-managed lives in accordance with 

Islamic principles. This education encompasses comprehensive aspects of life, adapts to contemporary 

contexts, and upholds universality for all individuals. The teachings emphasize the importance of 

managing wealth ethically, incorporating business ethics such as honesty and responsibility. 

Additionally, women are cautioned against extravagant behavior, imitating inappropriate customs, 

and forming habits of excessive borrowing. Schools play a pivotal role in instilling economic education, 

although full oversight may be challenging due to predetermined standards. Nonetheless, schools can 

contribute significantly to preventing behaviors inconsistent with economic prudence.  

This research only focuses on the perspective of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) as a reference for 

economic education for women. The study has not yet delved into comparing the perspective of 

Prophet Muhammad (SAW) with other perspectives. It is hoped that future researchers can further 

develop this research in that direction. 
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