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	This research aims to analyze students' needs in dialectology learning and provide recommendations for the development of more effective and relevant learning programs. The study adopts a mixed methods approach, collecting data through surveys and interviews. The findings of the study indicate that students have specific needs in dialectology learning. They seek a deep understanding of the learning materials, effective teaching methods, adequate learning resources, and direct engagement with native speakers of dialects. However, the research also identifies several shortcomings in dialectology learning that need to be addressed. There is a gap in meeting students' needs, particularly in terms of insufficient learning resources and limited opportunities for direct engagement with native dialect speakers. The recommendations derived from this study include enhancing teaching methods, providing better learning resources, incorporating direct practice with native dialect speakers, and involving students in determining the learning materials. It is recommended to conduct case studies or observations on students currently enrolled in dialectology learning programs to gain a deeper understanding of their experiences and responses. Additionally, cross-cultural or cross-regional research can be conducted to broaden the understanding of students' needs across diverse cultural and dialect backgrounds. Comparative analyses with other language learning programs are also recommended to compare the needs and expectations of students in dialectology learning with those in standard language or other foreign language learning contexts. This research makes a significant contribution to the development of better dialectology learning that aligns with students' needs. Implementing these recommendations is expected to enhance students' learning experiences, deepen their understanding of language and culture, and support the preservation of language and culture within society.
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INTRODUCTION
Dialectology is a field of linguistic study that is gaining increasing attention. The importance of dialectology lies in its potential to preserve regional languages from the threat of extinction. It is a widely accepted fact that many regional languages are being abandoned by their speakers, and the study of dialectology offers a means to understand and document these languages (Chambers, 2015). By studying dialectology, we can appreciate the linguistic and cultural diversity of a region and understand the social and historical context in which the language is spoken (Magidow, 2021). The value of dialectology becomes even more crucial in the era of globalization, where cross-cultural communication is increasingly important.
The study of dialectology has become increasingly important due to the diversity of languages and dialects within a given country or region (Cajot & Renard, 2016; Inoue, 2019). It enables individuals to understand the differences in language and dialects used by communities, and to appreciate the cultural, historical, and social backgrounds of the people who use them (Rak, 2021; Sousa, Suarez, Crujeiras, & Calaza, 2020). Learning dialectology also helps individuals communicate effectively with people from different regions who speak different dialects, which is especially relevant in the era of globalization where cross-cultural interaction is becoming more prevalent (Munawarah & Datang, 2019).
In Indonesia, dialectology is included as a course in the curriculum of the Indonesian Language and Literature Education Program at all universities. Despite its popularity among students, many of them struggle with the learning process as the material does not always align with their socio-cultural context.
Understanding the various languages and dialects within a country or a specific region is crucial in preserving linguistic diversity (Both, 2020; Dunn, 2019; Mikuleniene, 2020). Learning dialectology enables us to comprehend the unique features of a language, such as pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar, and the distinct characteristics of regional dialects. Additionally, it allows us to appreciate the cultural, historical, and social context of the communities that use the language. By acquiring this knowledge, we can communicate more effectively with people from different regions and foster cross-cultural understanding in the increasingly globalized world.
Learning dialectology can pose several challenges for both students and teachers. These challenges form the basis of this research and include the following: (a) Insufficient teaching materials, as dialectology is often an under-documented field. This can impede the learning process(Markus, 2022). (b) The complexity of dialects, which can vary significantly between regions, making it difficult for learners unfamiliar with the language to grasp. (c) Lack of prior knowledge about a dialect, which can hinder students' understanding and mastery of the language. (d) Shortage of qualified teachers or dialectology experts, which can leave learners without the guidance and support they require. (e) The difficulty of selecting the appropriate dialect to study, as some dialects may be more beneficial to learners than others. (f) The challenge of maintaining a dialect, particularly for students who do not live in an environment where the language is spoken regularly. (g) Difficulty applying a dialect in social situations, particularly for students from outside the region or group that uses the dialect. These obstacles may make learning dialectology a daunting task, requiring significant effort, perseverance, and support.
The objective of this research is to determine the needs, interests, and expectations of students regarding dialectology learning. The research aims to provide accurate information about students' needs in terms of dialectology learning, thereby assisting in the development of more effective and relevant curriculum and teaching methods that cater to students' needs. In other words, the research aims to identify the specific needs of students in dialectology learning, including their understanding of the learning materials, the most effective methods, required learning resources, and desired types of practices.
The research also aims to understand the expectations and motivations of students in dialectology learning. Whether they want to deepen their understanding of their language and culture, learn about dialectal differences in their community, or contribute to language preservation. Understanding these expectations can help in designing appropriate learning programs. Additionally, the research aims to identify gaps or shortcomings in existing dialectology learning. By understanding the areas where students' needs are not being met, steps can be taken to improve their learning experience.
Another objective is to design dialectology learning materials that cater to the needs of students. Learning materials that are tailored to students' lives and cultures will be more relevant and effective in enhancing their understanding and engagement (Al-Dosari, 2015; Ambros, 2006; Markus, 2022). The research also aims to enhance students' learning experiences in dialectology. By understanding their needs and expectations, measures can be taken to improve teaching methods, provide adequate learning resources, and involve students in direct practices to deepen their understanding (Djuve & Burris, 2019; Pearson, 2006).
An important goal of this research is to promote the sustainability and preservation of language and culture through dialectology learning. By understanding the needs of students, learning programs can be designed to make a meaningful contribution to language preservation and foster pride and cultural identity. Overall, the research aims to gain insights into students' needs, interests, and expectations in dialectology learning. The findings can be used to improve the learning experience, develop relevant materials, and contribute to the preservation of language and culture.

METHODS 
The research is a mix method Sequential Explanatory Design (Sugiyono, 2015), which involves the collection and analysis of both quantitative (Admin, 2022; Pintek, 2021; Rukin, 2022) and qualitative data in two distinct phases (Mikuleniene, 2020). In the first phase, the researcher will gather quantitative data through surveys or questionnaires to understand the extent of the students' needs and expectations towards learning dialectology (Prof.Dr.Sugiyono, 2020; Sugiyono, 2015). This data will be analyzed using statistical methods to identify patterns and trends. In the second phase, the researcher will collect qualitative data through in-depth interviews or focus group discussions to gain a deeper understanding of the students' experiences and perspectives on dialectology education. The qualitative data will then be combined with the quantitative data to provide a comprehensive analysis of the students' needs and expectations (Herdayati & Syahrial, 2019). The mix method Sequential Explanatory Design allows for a more comprehensive understanding of the research topic and can lead to more robust and relevant conclusions and recommendations.
The mixed-method research usually starts with the collection of large-scale quantitative data, such as surveys of students related to dialectology learning. The quantitative data is then analyzed using statistics to obtain more detailed information about the students' needs. Subsequently, researchers will use a qualitative approach, such as interviews to gain a deeper understanding of students' needs, interests, and expectations towards learning dialectology.
The results of both types of data are then combined and comprehensively analyzed to obtain a more complete picture of the students' needs in dialectology learning. By using a mixed-method approach, researchers can obtain more comprehensive information and generate better recommendations for developing a more effective and relevant curriculum and teaching methods that meet the needs of students.
The data for this research was obtained from 46 students of the Indonesian Language and Literature Education Program at UKI Toraja who enrolled in the Dialectology course in the Fall semester of the academic year 2022/2023. In the study of analyzing the needs of students in learning dialectology, two data collection techniques were utilized, namely survey and interviews (Aditya, 2021; Admin, 2022; Anwar, 2014; Pintek, 2021).
	Firstly, the survey technique was used to collect quantitative data on the students' needs related to learning dialectology (Maulida, 2020). A questionnaire was distributed to respondents consisting of students taking the dialectology course. The questionnaire included questions about their needs, interests, and expectations in learning dialectology, as well as other relevant aspects of the subject. Secondly, the interview technique was used to collect in-depth qualitative data about the students' needs (Maulida, 2020). Interviews were conducted with some students who had completed the questionnaire, or with students who had expertise and experience in learning dialectology. The interviews were conducted with structured question guidelines so that the researcher could obtain specific and relevant data.
By using survey and interview techniques (Aditya, 2021; Admin, 2022; Herdayati & Syahrial, 2019; Maulida, 2020; Pintek, 2021), the researcher could obtain more comprehensive data about the students' needs in learning dialectology. The quantitative data obtained from the survey could provide an overall picture of the students' needs, while the qualitative data obtained from the interviews could provide a deeper understanding of individual needs and students' experiences in learning dialectology.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
In accordance with the conducted survey, the following data from students are presented.
	No
	Questions
	Answer
	percentage

	1
	Have you already studied Dialectology as a course? 
	Yes 
	100%

	2
	Do you feel the need to learn Dialectology? 
	Yes 
	75 %

	3
	Where do you acquire your learning resources for Dialectology?
	Lecturers' presentation materials 
	77%

	4
	 In your opinion, what is the most effective way to present Dialectology teaching materials for better understanding? 
	Concise and compact materials with examples
	97%

	5
	What specific topics or content do you think are suitable for instructors to include in Dialectology classes? 
	Relevant to the context of Toraja people's lives 
	100%

	6
	In Dialectology learning, do you think theory or practical analysis is more essential?
	Both theory and practice.
	100%


 
A survey was conducted by giving six questions. The first question is, 'Have you programmed the Dialectology course?' This question aims to ensure that the question is given to the appropriate respondents. To determine the needs of students in learning Dialectology, the appropriate respondents are those who have programmed the Dialectology course. This is intended to further explore the needs of students in learning Dialectology. Based on the survey results, 100% or 46 surveyed students have programmed the Dialectology course.
The second question in the survey is, 'Do you feel the need to study Dialectology?' This question aims to determine how necessary it is for students to know and study the Dialectology course. The survey results show that 76.08% or 35 students answered 'Yes.'
The next question, which is the third question, is 'Where do you get learning materials for teaching Dialectology?' This question aims to identify the learning sources that students have been using. Based on the survey results, it is known that 76.08% or 35 students answered 'From the lecture materials.' The remaining students, based on further interviews, which are 11 students, bought Dialectology reference books online.
Furthermore, the fourth question is, 'In your opinion, how can the teaching materials of Dialectology be presented in a way that is easy for you to understand?' This question aims to determine the ways of presenting the materials that are easy to comprehend and understand for students. Based on the survey results, it is known that 76.08% or 35 students answered 'From the lecture materials.' The remaining students, based on further interviews, which are 11 students, bought Dialectology reference books online.
The fifth question is, "What are the suitable materials that should be provided by the lecturer in Dialectology learning?" This question aims to determine the students' needs regarding the materials they require in their learning. Based on the survey results, 100% or 46 surveyed students answered that the course should be relevant to the context of the Toraja people's lives.
The final question given to the students is, "In Dialectology learning, do you need theory or practical analysis of dialectology more?" This question aims to determine the type of learning materials students need, whether it is theoretical or practical. Based on the survey results, 100% or 46 surveyed students answered "Theory and Practice."
Studying dialectology is important for students in the Indonesian language and literature department. With dialectology learning, students can enhance their understanding of language diversity. Dialectology helps students understand the language variations in their region or community. Each region or community has its own dialect or language variation. Learning dialectology helps students recognize and understand the differences in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and other linguistic features among these dialects (Ambros, 2006; Pearson, 2006).
Furthermore, the need for learning dialectology is crucial as it enables students to communicate more effectively in various contexts. By understanding the dialects used by people in a particular region or community, students can adapt to their way of speaking and avoid communicative misunderstandings. This is especially important in social interactions, business, or professional situations where accurate and effective understanding is highly valued.
Learning dialectology is necessary because it serves as the preservation of culture and identity. Dialects often play a significant role in the identity and culture of a particular community. Studying dialectology helps students understand and preserve the cultural heritage associated with specific languages and dialects. By preserving these dialects, students can maintain and appreciate their unique cultural identity and traditions.
The need for learning dialectology is also related to linguistic research. Dialectology is an important field of study within linguistics. Learning dialectology helps in understanding language structure, language change over time, and the socio-linguistic influences within specific communities. Research in this field also contributes to the development of linguistics as a whole.
Dialectology learning contributes to language preservation efforts. Through research and understanding of dialectology, students can assist in the preservation of endangered languages. Certain languages and dialects may be facing the risk of extinction due to social changes, urbanization, or globalization. By studying dialectology, students can record, document, and safeguard this linguistic heritage for future generations.
Another need expressed by students in dialectology learning is concise and condensed lecture materials. Compact lecture materials are used to provide a brief yet substantial overview of a topic or to summarize key points from broader materials. These materials should be accompanied by practical examples that are easily understood by students. Examples in learning are used to illustrate or demonstrate the concepts or theories being taught. By providing concrete examples, students can grasp and relate abstract concepts to real-world situations. These examples help provide a clearer understanding and reinforce the comprehension of the taught concepts.
Another objective of providing examples in learning is to help students see how the concepts they are learning can be applied in practical situations. By providing real-life examples, students can understand how the concepts function in the real world, face challenges, or solve problems. Furthermore, examples are used to deepen students' understanding of concepts or theories by showcasing different variations or applications. By providing examples from various contexts or perspectives, students can comprehend the concepts more comprehensively and observe subtle nuances.
In the learning process, interesting and relevant examples can enhance students' engagement in learning. By providing engaging, applicable, or intriguing examples, students will be more interested and motivated to learn the concepts or theories being taught. Another need expressed by students in dialectology learning is learning resources. Typically, students rely heavily on teacher PowerPoint materials in their learning. This can result in inadequate learning materials obtained by students. Therefore, it is expected that lecturers can provide adequate learning resources.
Learning resources in dialectology aim to provide knowledge about the different dialects and language variations that exist. These learning resources can include books, articles, audio recordings, or other sources that depict the differences in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and other linguistic features among these dialects. Learning resources in dialectology facilitate the recognition and analysis of the distinctive linguistic features of these dialects. These resources can provide concrete examples of sound pronunciation, vocabulary differences, grammar variations, or other characteristics that distinguish these dialects. Furthermore, learning resources aim to develop an understanding of the social and cultural influences on the use and preservation of dialects. By providing explanations of social factors such as social status, ethnic identity, or geography, these learning resources help students understand the social and cultural contexts behind language variations.
In addition, learning resources in dialectology also aim to foster understanding of the history and development of dialects. By providing information about the origins and evolution of dialects, these learning resources help students understand the social, historical, and influencing factors behind the development of specific dialects. An important goal of learning resources in dialectology is to promote the preservation of endangered dialects. These learning resources can provide information about efforts to preserve specific dialects, such as documentation, research, or language preservation programs.
Alongside learning resources, students also need dialectology learning materials that are relevant to their lives in Toraja. Through dialectology learning, Toraja students can deepen their understanding of the Toraja language and the dialectal variations within their community (Pappachan, 2020; Rumaelean, Laksono, & Yulianto, 2018). They can learn to recognize language variations used in different regions of Toraja, enabling them to better understand and communicate with fellow Toraja community members.
Dialectology materials assist Toraja students in preserving their cultural heritage. By studying dialectal differences and linguistic patterns in the Toraja language, they can help maintain the uniqueness of their culture. By understanding language and dialectal differences, Toraja students can contribute to preserving the linguistic and cultural richness of Toraja. Additionally, dialectology learning grounded in the life of the Toraja community can help Toraja students understand their identity as Toraja people. By delving deep into their language and dialect, they can strengthen their sense of pride and appreciation for their cultural heritage. This also aids in building a strong sense of identity and strengthening their bond with the Toraja community.
Another benefit of dialectology learning based on the life of the Toraja community is that it allows students to become more acquainted with the dialects of the Toraja language. Understanding the dialectal differences within the Toraja language helps Toraja students develop their overall language proficiency. They can expand their vocabulary, grasp more complex linguistic structures, and enhance their ability to communicate effectively in the Toraja language. This provides advantages in various fields such as education, employment, and social life (Albury & Diaz, 2021; Rumaelean et al., 2018). Furthermore, dialectology learning materials can significantly contribute to research and the development of Toraja literature. Toraja students with a deep understanding of their language and dialect can conduct research on the linguistic and cultural richness of Toraja. This can pave the way for the development of literature and publications that reflect the language and cultural wealth of the Toraja community.
Students also require dialectology learning materials that prioritize practical application. Practical-oriented dialectology learning materials have significant benefits for Toraja students. Through practical dialectology, Toraja students can directly engage in research and data collection on language and dialect differences within the Toraja community. This helps them understand existing linguistic variations, including differences in pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and phrases in Toraja dialects. Practical dialectology allows students to observe and learn language directly from native speakers.
Practical dialectology involves collecting data directly in the field, interacting with native speakers of Toraja dialects. Students will learn to observe and document language usage in everyday contexts, collect linguistic data through interviews or direct observation, and analyze existing linguistic differences. This helps students develop field skills such as observation, interviewing, and data analysis.
Furthermore, practical dialectology provides Toraja students with an opportunity to contribute to the preservation of their own language and culture. By documenting and studying Toraja dialects, they contribute to maintaining and respecting the richness of their language and culture. The knowledge gained from practical dialectology can be used for language preservation efforts and to educate younger generations about their cultural heritage.
Through practical dialectology, Toraja students can enhance their understanding of social interactions within the Toraja community. They can observe how the use of specific dialects can influence communication and social relations within the society (Both, 2020). This understanding helps students appreciate linguistic and cultural diversity and build better relationships with the Toraja community. In line with that, practical dialectology opens opportunities for Toraja students to engage in research and development in the field of language and culture. They can apply their dialectology knowledge and skills in linguistic research, anthropology, or other related fields. This can create career opportunities in cultural preservation, education, research, or other sectors related to language and culture.

CONCLUSION 
Based on the findings of the analysis of students' needs in dialectology learning, it can be concluded that students have specific needs in dialectology learning, including understanding the learning materials, effective teaching methods, required learning resources, and desired practical experiences. Students' expectations and motivations in dialectology learning vary, ranging from deepening their understanding of language and culture, learning about dialectal differences in their society, to contributing to language preservation.
In reality, there are gaps or deficiencies in dialectology learning that need to be addressed by focusing on areas where students' needs are not yet met. Designing dialectology learning materials that are relevant to students' lives and culture can enhance the relevance and effectiveness of learning. By understanding students' needs and expectations, steps can be taken to improve teaching methods, provide adequate learning resources, and engage students in direct practice to deepen their understanding. Dialectology learning can contribute to language and cultural sustainability and preservation by providing relevant learning experiences, enhancing students' pride and cultural identity.
In line with the research conclusion, it is suggested to conduct a case study or observation of students participating in dialectology learning programs. By monitoring students' activities and responses during the learning process, the research can identify areas that need improvement, challenges faced by students, and the most effective aspects of learning. Additionally, involving students in determining the learning materials is recommended. Through group discussions or focus group discussions, the research can explore students' preferences and needs regarding dialectology learning materials. This can help in designing a more relevant and engaging curriculum for students.
Readers can also consider conducting cross-cultural or cross-regional research. If possible, the research can involve students from diverse cultures or regions with dialectal differences. This can provide a broader understanding of students' needs in dialectology learning and enrich their learning experiences. Another suggestion is to conduct a comparative analysis between dialectology learning and other language learning approaches. In this research, the needs, interests, and expectations of students in dialectology learning can be compared with those in standard language learning or other foreign language learning. This can provide insights into the unique characteristics of dialectology learning and areas that need improvement.
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