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1. INTRODUCTION

Christian religious education teachers are educated people who specifically have the task of
conveying the truth of God's Word, guiding students to Christ, building and nurturing children's
morals, and equipping them to grow in faith. Christian religious education teachers also have efforts to
build and nurture children's morals. Religious education carried out by Christian religious associations,
and from the perspective of Christianity, it can be said as an effort. This religious education effort has
the right term when it is named Christian Religious Education (PAK). Christian education is one of the
contents of the school education curriculum in addition to the field study or other subjects taught in
school (Kristyana et al., 2021; Lumangkun & Mokalu, 2022). PAK teachers as implementers of Christian
religious education in schools and have a powerful influence on building and nurturing children's
morals. A strong influence is on their duties and responsibilities in building and nurturing children's
morals (Sari, 2023; Ha et al., 2022; Sim et al., 2021).

The role of Christian religious education teachers in building and nurturing Children's Morals can
be studied based on Proverb (22:6), educate the young man in suitable way for him to avoid deviation
in his future. The education conveyed in Proverb comes in the form of a series of teachings related to a
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good lifestyle, such as living with humility, patience, respect for the poor, loyalty to friends, politeness
in relationships, and the need for self-respect. This way of life is a moral way of life, which needs to be
a way (implemented) or Israelites habit of living or people from anywhere that is implemented too
within their lives, families, communities and in the life of nation and state (Stanley & Kay, 2022; Yoo et
al., 2022). All attitudes originate from one's awareness and will create a sense of responsibility which
can later be determined whether a person has the good or bad character in life (Balaskas et al., 2023;
Guimaraes et al., 2019; Baan et al., 2022).

Education needs to be experienced by every human being. Every human being need education to
be accurate in academic life of every child's life, especially high school students. Moreover, education
applies anytime and anywhere. To achieve maximum education, education cannot be done at certain
times but must be done repeatedly. This is found in the Book of Deuteronomy 6:6-7. Deuteronomy also
known as the Shema presents a theological and contextualization challenge for exegetes today, in in
this thing especially about education foundations (6:6-7) (Heo, 2022; Mayanja & Mubangizi, 2021).

Likewise, the efforts of Christian religious teachers to build and nurture children's morals. In
children's morality, all actions are considered reasonable, must be done, and actions are related to the
ability to distinguish good from bad, this means morality is controlled in behaviour (Hodge, 2022;
Mercurio & Gillam, 2023). Immoral behavior is manifested as a result of indifference to social group
expectations. It occurs due to someone's ignorance of existing moral rules in their environment.
According to Orona et al. (2023), development can be interpreted by entire process of change that exists
in a person's potential, new abilities and traits. Moral is sensitivity in feelings, thoughts, and actions,
not only actions on principle or sensitivity but also rules on other actions.

As children learn to understand the rules that apply in society, their negative behavior is
morally included as unethical behaviour (Heiphetz, 2020; Henderson, 2023). Children’s morality
should be formed from the age of 0-6 years until adolescence until they can acknowledge themselves
that means children are no longer constantly being explained why the actions they are doing are right
or wrong but shown how to behave and if they are break certain rules they will be punished. Children
represents good deeds without knowing why they are doing them. Children do this to avoid possible
punishment or praise from the social environment (Stapleton et al., 2022). In building and nurturing
children’s morals, especially junior high school students, it is not accessible if Christian religious
education teachers and parents do not understand the children’s character.

According to Tandana et al. (2022) efforts to improve the moral development of elementary school
students through moral and character education because this education can shape the character and
essential potential of children in social interaction. The ability of children to listen, and imitate
dramatically affects the formation of children's character. Thus, the role of Christian religious teachers
is very much needed in shaping and nurturing children's morals. Furthermore, there were many cases
that happened as we known, that was about fact by KPAI (Indonesian Child Protection Commission)
was released on October 16, 2014 about violence committed by a number of students who occurs in
elementary school education. This case was one of the very problems serious because it occurs at the
most elementary school level. If this problem is not addressed then something bad will happened
(Willard et al., 2020).

The second fact was released on March 2018, namely the case of a student who hit the teacher with
a chair because students did not accept being told to play cell phones while learning is taking place.
School rules do not allow students bring cell phones to school. The teacher deliberately meets directly
with students to talk about and advise students for breaking the rules, but students do not accept when
advised. Through these cases it can be seen that students start rebel and break the rules, then students
have no respect to the teacher himself.

According to the literature and facts that we know, so in this study will literate the urgency of the
effort of Christians religious education teacher to the children morals especially in the Junior High
School. The previous research also a priority of the references of this study, like in Christ et al., (2022)
said that the role of qualified Christian teachers was very important in improving the quality of
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education, especially for students. The Christian religious education was not just to improve
knowledge, but to shape the character of students through the role of Christian teachers who have
experienced a new birth because only Christian teachers who have been born again can do good deeds
because the Holy Spirit enables them (Bindeman, 2022). This study is also different from other previous
research because it has literated the effort for Christian religious education especially from the existing
case.

2. METHODS

This study used library research and case study methods that using literature as supporting data
to analyze research topics (Ghaffari et al., 2023). This research method uses qualitative and descriptive
research method (Sugiyono, 2016). In obtaining data, the authors using descriptive qualitative approach
with library research methods. Library method means conducting research on existing literature and
analyzing data systematically (Kondaveeti et al., 2021). In principle, this type of research aims to:
utilize previously published literature data. Then the procedure taken by the author is starting from
the collection of library data in the form of Journal articles related to research objects are also sourced
from printed books or in the form of a PDF book relating to the research object. Next data The
bibliography was read and selected and records important data to be cited in this paper. The results of
these studies are then analyzed and used to answer research problems on efforts to build and nurture
Christian religious education teachers” morals.

3.  FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Christian Ethics for Christian Religious Education Teachers to Build and Nurture Children’s
Morals

Every teacher of Christian religious education had to have a christian ethics . It was a part of ethics
in general, but Christian ethics are different from ethics in general, the difference lies specifically in the
word Christian. Christian ethics is a response to God's saving grace and work man from sin. The
reference point for Christian ethics is the revealed truth of God's word in the Bible, something that leads
to the word of God. It means that something right is not would be contrary to the word of God (Pohl,
2021). No other standard has exceeded the truth of God's word. Love is a hallmark of Christian ethics.
One of the obligations

The human being described in the Bible is the law of love, that is, to love God and love others as
love yourself. This understanding will change the way a view that initially focuses on oneself becomes
focused on the love of God and around. The goal of Christian ethics is to be like Christ, which means
life Christ becomes a picture or pattern for human life. Learning about ethics is learning about the right
things that should be done, the function of Christian ethics is to bring back to the truth that indeed.
Good ethics will change one's perspective on each change that occurs. Ethical living has a very large
influence to return in oneness with Christ. Through learning human ethics will find answer to what
should be done or what kind of action should be conducted (van der Lee et al., 2021).

Teachers not only help students in the academic field but form, develop, and strengthen the
character of students. Teachers are individuals who face-to-face with students in the classroom almost
every day, so the teacher and students have quite a lot of interaction and communication. The role of
the teacher in making students qualified enough in academics, morals, and spirituality. Ethics will
assist Christian teachers in acting and responsible for every action taken because the action was born
from a personal decision so the Christian teacher will consider his decision (Buhmann & Fieseler, 2021).

3.2 The Efforts of Christian Religious Education Teachers to Build and Nurture Children’s Morals
Nowadays, building and nurturing children's morals are needed. Therefore, the need for the role
of Christian religious education teachers is substantial since every human being in this world has
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experienced a moral crisis. With a bad habit of depicting immorality is the consumption of by majority
of Indonesian people without exception of youth, adolescents and junior high schools’ students. This
is clear evidence that moral decline in Indonesia is terrible. Thus, the efforts of Christian religious
education teachers play a significant role in the construction and moral formation of school children.

Moral-based based on book entitled Pillars of Islam for Modern Pluralism states moral condition
or human habits in the Bible have a negative or destructive tendency and also in (Preston & Shin, 2022).
The Bible says human habits tend to have negative values are the cause and effect of the fall of humans
into sin. Since the first-time humans fell into sin until today, sin has spread to dominate and destroy
the ark of human whole life. A Christian theologian named Augustine says all humans sin "in Adam,"
and all human beings, including babies, are guilty and prone to sin. This tendency is in the form of
physical lust that controls humans to sin. Humans who fall into sin are in a sad position when they
inevitably sin, but they do it freely or of their own accord based on Puspitasari et al., (2021) Broader
social environment is the center of children's moral development. The concept of children's moral
development describes the norms or values that exist in the social environment will make students
have good or bad morals.

As a result, is prominent the efforts and role of a Christian religious education teacher in building
and nurturing children's morals in the concept of mental revolution for junior high school students.
Deichmann, (2022) describe two factors influence development, such as 1). There are genetic factors or
heredity factors that affect children’s growth and development. 2) Environmental factors are external
factor that can change and shape the development of an individual. Kristianar & Simanjuntak's opinion
is apparent, thus internally and externally, the teacher's efforts to build and nurture children's morals
are very much needed (Kristianar & Simanjuntak, 2020). There is a moral decline in children due to
smartphones, which causes many problems that lead to a decline. One of the reasons is the lack of
ability to interact with the social environment. Moreover, the use of smartphones is the most significant
cause. Thus, parents and teachers of Christian religious education work together to supervise in
building and nurturing junior high school students’ morals. What Christian religious education
teachers do in building and nurturing junior high school students” morals is to form essential potential,
build faith, be able to be responsible, have honesty, discipline, integrity, tolerance, work hard, care
about the social world, be open to local culture and able to manage time as in interact with the world.
Thus, a mental revolution in character and personality as students who believe in having integrity and
tolerance in social interactions living in a multicultural society (Jayadi et al., 2022).

Based on the explanation, a very urgent problem was found at this time is the decline of character
in students. The decline of character that occurred in the era This modern era is influenced by various
existing factors. Facts reported in the media showed how students commit violence against their friends
and behavior who do not appreciate the teacher shows a decline in character in students. Changing the
increasingly modern era has a great influence on the character of students. Every day the character of
students is influenced by various things around them that are not supported by norms. In addition, one
of the causes of character decline is the lack of the teacher's role
in forming good character in school. Education is the most effective means of overcoming the problem
of decline character.

The government has set twelve years of compulsory education so that education is a strategic way
to shape the character of students. Formation student character will be carried out by Christian teachers
in Christian education. Education Christianity is education that aims to bring students to Christ so that
students able to know his calling as a redeemed creation (Molnar, 2020). A person's point of view or
belief that is the basis of doing something is called philosophy. The basis of philosophy in Christian
education is the Bible, principles extracted from the truth of God's word. Teachers Christian is a role
model for students.

The Christian teacher is God's co-worker on earth to fulfill God's call. As a co-worker with God,
the Christian teacher has responsibility to carry out the great commission of the Lord Jesus. The Great
Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) is the message that the Lord Jesus conveyed to His disciples and all
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believers before Jesus ascended into heaven (Dunaetz, 2019). This is the task of the teacher as a servant
to realize God's plan. Christian teachers as agents of change in the field of education for the glory of
God so that teachers have a very important role important in the formation of student character.

4. CONCLUSION

The efforts of Christian religious education teachers in building and nurturing children's morals in
the concept of mental revolution is a significant needed role to build the quality of the Indonesian young
generation. One of the efforts of Christian religious education teachers is the existence of moral
education because it is a basic movement for junior high school students, such as building faith,
responsibility, honesty, discipline, integrity, tolerance, working hard, and being able to integrate
tolerance in social interactions in a multicultural society. Moreover, build junior high school students’
morals correctly and adequately essential. Advice for readers and especially for Christian teachers.
First, the teacher must realize that teaching is a vocation as a co-worker with God so it is a profession
being a Christian teacher is not a way to make a living to meet basic needs relying on one's expertise.
However, Christian teachers see the profession as a ministry to bring students to Christ. Second, as co-
workers. Our God must see students as Images of God who have different characters so that we can
appreciate every difference that exists in students. Third, teachers Christians must realize that service
as a teacher is a gift and not everyone gets this opportunity. For the next research hope to explain the
analyzing of the each role of Christian religious education teachers by each moral such as to shape the
responsibility character like what and so on.
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